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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


carbolic acid to cleanse the hands, as corrosive sublimate is thought the more 
efficient antiseptic. 

With a view to determine the practical efficiency of various antiseptics, 
Reinicke ( Ibid .) has made trial of various antiseptics and methods as fol¬ 
lows: To determine the power of resistance of bacteria and their spores, 
threads of silk were inoculated with the Bpores, and then exposed for two 
hours to steam at a temperature of 100° C.; these germs were also placed in 
boiling water for a half-hour, when it was found in both instances possible to 
produce colonies of bacteria from spores so treated. Reinicke first tried 
trimming the nails smoothly and short, and brushing the hands thoroughly 
for fifteen minutes in hot water and green soap; this, however, was found 
unsuccessful in destroying colonies of bacteria with which the hands had 
previously been inoculated. 

A further trial was made by brushing the hands thoroughly five minutes 
in hot water and green soap, and then thoroughly scrubbing for four or five 
minutes with a 3 per cent, or 5 per cent, solution of carbolic acid; this 
method, however, was found inefficient in destroying all bacteria upon the 
hands. A further trial was made by brushing the hands five, eight, and ten 
minutes with warm water and green soap; a solution of corrosive sublimate, 
1:1000, was then employed, the hands being brushed in it for two, three, and 
five minutes, and then in chloride of ammonium, 2 per cent, or 3 per cent. 
This method, however, also failed in removing all germs. Sublimate soap 
was then employed, but was soon proven to be thoroughly inefficient. A 
further trial was made in the useTif- chlorine water, but this again proved 
inefficient A 1 per cent, solution of lysol was alike a failure in destroying 
bacteria. Tricresol was no more successful in destroying germs, and set up 
an eczema upon the hands which was very unpleasant. Reinicke found the 
best result in the use of corrosive sublimate with alcohol. A very excellent 
preparation to cleanse the hands is a mixture of green soap and alcohol. 
After the obstetrician ha3 thoroughly brushed the hands with this mixture 
for not less than five minutes, the hands are again thoroughly brushed in 
alcohol for the same time, and then carefully cleansed with corrosive sub¬ 
limate solution, 1:1000. This was found* to be efficient in destroying germs. 
Among the many agents which have been chosen for the disinfection of the 
hands, sand soap has found favor with some. This Reinicke gave a thorough 
trial, only to fail to observe any benefit from its use. 


Bacteriological Examination of the Vaginal Secretion During 
Pregnancy. 

With a view to determine the presence or absence of germs in the genital 
tract of the pregnant patient, where no possibility existed of contagion, 
Kronig [Deutsch. mtd. Woch., 1894, No. 43) has made a series of exami¬ 
nations in the Leipzig clinic. His cases numbered forty-eight, and his results 
show that the natural resisting power of the tissues is the same to both spores 
and cocci; there is, however, a marked difference in the time in which various 
organisms introduced from without are destroyed by the tissues. Strepto¬ 
cocci were killed in a very short time. Two days is the longest time in which 
germs introduced within the body remained alive. Clinically speaking, the 
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genital tract may be considered aseptic in healthy women when from forty- 
eight to seventy-two hours have elapsed since the last examination. 

The Prevention of Pderperal Septic Infection. 

In the Munchener med. Woch., 1894, No. 42, Hofmeier describes his results 
in his second thousand cases of labor as regards septic infection and the pre¬ 
cautions necessary to avoid it. In his 2000 cases his entire mortality is six- 
tenths of one per cent., and from infectious disorders two-tenths of one per 
cent., and from infection arising in the hospital one tenth of one per cent. 
His morbidity rate in the 2000 cases was nine and three-tenths per cent., and 
of this but six and five-tenths per cent, arose from causes connected entirely 
with the puerperal state. Briefly stated, his precautions against sepsis con¬ 
sist in a preliminary prophylactic vaginal douche of corrosive sublimate 
solution 1: 2000 ; this is repeated after each examination. Internal exami¬ 
nations are limited as much as possible, and intra-uterine manipulation is 
especially avoided. It is remarkable that the only cases of infection arising 
in the clinic were those in which it was found necessary to insert a hand or 
instrument within the uterus. 

Walcher’s Position, and its Practical Value in Obstetric 
Operations. 

In the Archiv fur Gyndkologie, 1893, Band 45, Heft 2, Wehle reports the 
interesting results at the Dresden clinic in employing Walcher’s position 
during delivery in contracted pelves. This procedure consists in placing the 
patient upon her back at the edge of a bed or table, extending the thighs and 
allowing them to fall downward as far as possible. Walcher, writing on 
the subject in 1889 {Centralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 1889, p. 892), asserted that 
the conjugata vera of a contracted pelvis varies with the posture of the 
patient, while Klein [Zeilechrift fur Qeburtihulfe, Band 21, S. 74) found that 
the true conjugate and diagonal conjugate undergo a change of five-tenths of 
a centimetre in various postures of the patient. These observations have 
been repeated by others, and lately by Wehle, who gives a tabulated list of 
twenty-five labors in contracted pelves. In these labors the patient was 
put in this position, and delivery was effected by version and extraction. 
None of the mothers died, and but two of them had fever during the puer¬ 
peral period. Of the children, 80 per cent, survived. Of these twenty-five 
cases, seventeen had a conjugata vera of eight centimetres, and in these cases 
eighty-two and three-tenths per cent, of the children survived. Especial 
care was taken to maintain the membranes unbroken, that complete dilatation 
might be present before the beginning of extraction. 

In a recent paper on “ Posture in Labor," Jewett {Brooklyn Medical Jour¬ 
nal, 1894, No. 11) states that he has examined puerperal’patients, finding a 
gain in the antero-posterior diameter of the pelvis, when the patients were in 
Walcher’s position, varying from one-half to three quarters of a centimetre; 
in four non-puerperal pelves measured upon the cadaver the gain in this 
position varied from four to six millimetres. 

Fehling {Munchener med. Woch., 1894, No. 44) has recently utilized Wal¬ 
cher’s posture in three cases of contracted pelves, in two of which labor was 
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